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On July 13, Senate Republican leader Robert Dole (Ks.) introduced a bill that would provide $20
million in weapons and ammunition for the contras, subject to approval by Congress, and $27
million for food, medical supplies and clothing. President and White House spokesperson Marlin
Fitzwater expressed their support for the bill on the following day. In an interview with the New
York Times on July 14, Sen. Christopher Dodd said: "Barring some change in Nicaragua in the next
couple of weeks, the chances of those who support military aid to the contras have increased, to
the point they could probably prevail in the Senate." Dodd is chairperson of the Foreign Relations
Committee subcommittee on Latin America. Sen. Jim Sasser (D-Tenn.): "I still do not believe that
military aid to the contras is the best policy for the United States. I frankly donot believe that the
contras can ever hope to win a military victory in Nicaragua. But if the Sandinistas continue to
reaffirm that they are anti-democratic, if they continue to adhere to the Marxist-Leninist doctrine,
they will give us no alternative but to consider re-funding the contras, and with military aid." Sasser
also said the US should "enter into bilateral negotiations with the Sandinistas." Sen. Tom Harkin (DIowa) opposed resuming military aid to the contras, asserting that such action would "kill the peace
process" in Central America. He said, "It was the contras, not the Sandinistas, who were responsible
for the collapse of the latest round of peace talks" in Nicaragua on June 9. Harkin stated that the
administration was pursuing a "cynical approach" to the search for peace in Nicaragua. "If the
Sandinists begin to open up the political process, the US Embassy begins to promote insurrection,
distortion and chaos. On the other hand, if the Sandinistas close down the political space, then the
administration will use that to promote military aid to the contras." It appears unlikely that the
House would approve military aid for the contras. However, on July 14, the House approved by a
385-18 vote a resolution condemning the Nicaraguan government for its "brutal suppression of basic
human rights." By a vote of 91 to 4, on July 13 the Senate approved a similar resolution. Members of
Congress said a new proposal for aid to the contras was likely to come up for debate this summer, in
August. (Basic data from New York Times, 07/15/88)
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